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post paucos dies

omnia sunt parata
itineri Romam. sed
Gnaeus vix paratus
est. togam patris
gerere vult, sed non
vult iterum cadere in

raedam ascendens.



Seneca cubiculum Gnael intrat ut eum hortétur

né morétur. cubiculum intrans, videt Gnaeum
nondum vestitum esse. né tunicam quidem gerit.
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Gnaee,” inquit, “hortor né moreris. omnia sunt
parata. omnes te expectant. cur tu non vestitus
es?”



Gnaeus respondet, “Romam iter facturus sum
cum Petronio, arbitro elegantiae principis! me
oportet gerere nobilem togam velut togam patris
mel, sed illa toga est nimis longa mihi. siiterum
cadam in raedam ascendens, haud nobilis videbor.”



“ah! magna difficultas est tibi,” Seneca affirmat.
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sed st animus...
Gnaeus interpellat, “Seneca, noli dicere mihi,
‘animus facit nobilem!” Petronius haud Stoicus est

ut tu es.”



“Gnaee,” inquit Seneca, “noli dicere mihi te velle
gerere easdem vestés quas Petronius gerere soleat.
ha! illae vestes haud sunt nobiles, mea quidem
sententia! certissime luxuria non facit nobilem.”



“vestes Petronii gerere volo tantum quantum volo
gerere vestés gladiatorum, quos né spectare quidem
mihi placet. at togam puerilem quoque nolo gerere.
nolo videri puer inter viros,” Gnaeus queritur,



“s1 togam virilem geres, omnés puerum sub toga
virili videbunt. siautem loqueéris sicut vir nobilis,
omneés virum sub toga puerili audient. exempli
gratia, Nero togam virilem gerit sed nihilominus

puerilitas remanet. etiam si non velis hoc audire,

verum est. indue togam tuam, non patris. tempus
est ire.”



agmen raedarum

, plurimas raedas videt. vix potest

Gnaeus togam puerilem suam induit et Senecam
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Seneca videt Gnaeum stupére et explanat,

“Petronius est vir luxuriae, non simplicitatis. solet
iter facere cum multis raedis plenis ciborum et
vestium et multorum aliorum. etiam sunt multi
*ministri. alil in vehiculis vehuntur, alit ambulant ut
vehicula custodiant.”

*servi ancillaeque



44 . - . . - . —_
ecce! imperator Gnaeus adest! iam imperavit quo

Irémus. nunc imperat quo tempore eamus!”

Gnaeus erubescit et vult fugere vel lacrimare, sed
tenet memoria verba Senecae et dicit, “ignosce mihi,
domine. da mihi veniam. at, s1 ego sum
imperator...impero ut hoc ipso tempore eamus!”



cachinnare J
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Petronius et Seneca et Gnaeus cachinnant.

Gnaeus non iam érubescit.
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omnes,” clamat Petronius ad ministros,
“imperator vobis iussa dedit! eamus!”

deinde Petronius Gnaeum rogat, “imperator
14 14
licetne mihi te comitari dum agmen tuum Romam
progreditur?”



“certissimeé!” Gnaeus réspondet. “volo té et
Senecam meé comitarit Romam.”

“me paenitet,” inquit Seneca, “sed Romam vos
non comitabor. hic maneébo cum Paulina et matre

~

tua.
Gnaeus fit tristis. tum subito, “Gnaee!” auditur.



Gnaeus ad vocem se vertit. videt Gitona € raeda

caput extendentem. tum audit, “Gnaee, vent!
pullum habeo!”

Gnaeus non iam tristis est. clamat, “vale,
Seneca!” et ad Gitona currit. Petronius sequitur.

Seneca ridet et in villam regreditur.
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Purpose Clauses

A subjunctive verb can be used to express the purpose for another action
In a sentence. The ut is a conjunction that starts the purpose clause.

Seneca ad cubiculum Gnael it ut eum hortetur ne

moretur.

Seneca goes to Gnaeus’ bedroom so that he might encourage him not to delay.
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Purpose Clauses

Note from the example below that there are several ways to translate a
purpose clause into English.

alii in vehiculis vehu ~alii ambulant ut vehicula
custodiant.

Some are conveyed in the vehicles, others walk so that they might guard the vehicles.
Some are conveyed in the vehicles, others walk in order to guard the vehicles.
Some are conveyed in the vehicles, others walk to quard the vehicles.
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Indirect Questions

Just as a subjunctive verb is used for commands that are indirectly
stated, they are also used in questions that are indirectly stated. Rather than
using an ut or né as the conjunction to transition into the subjunctive clause, a
question word is used. Note the example from the story.

lam imperavit quo 1remus.

He already commanded to where we should go.




Present & Imperfect Subjunctive - Di‘iﬁ‘:ﬂ“fﬁﬁﬂ
eo, ire, i1, itum

present imperfect
eam irem

eas ires

eat iret
eamus iremus
eatis iretis
eant irent

nunc imperat qUC_) tempore eémus.
Now he commands at what time we should go.
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Hortatory Subjunctive

Hortatory is a specific type of independent subjunctive that is used when
an action is encouraged and the verb has a first person plural form (the “we”
ending). It is often translated with the word “let’s”.

eamus!

Let’s go!
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Greek Accusative

Giton is a Greek name. Many Greek names will use an -a ending in the
Accusative.

videt Gitona caput € raeda extendentem.

He sees Giton extending his head out of the carriage




Seneca, Epistulae Moralées ad Lucium 44.5

animus facit nobilem, cui ex quacumque
condicione supra fortunam licet surgere.

The mind makes a noble person, for whom out of whatever condition it is
allowed to rise above fortune.

H Click here to

return to the story




Seneca, Epistulae Moralées ad Lucium 4.1.2

Seneca writes to his friend about how philosophy can help one overcome the fear of

death.

Tenes utique memoria quantum senseris gaudium cum praetexta
posita sumpsisti virilem togam et in forum deductus es: maius
expecta cum puerilem animum deposueris et te in viros philosophia
transscripserit. Adhuc enim non pueritia sed, quod est gravius,
puerilitas remanet; et hoc quidem peior est, quod auctoritatem
habemus senum, vitia puerorum, nec puerorum tantum sed
infantum: illi levia, hi falsa formidant, nos utraque.

Surely you hold in memory how much joy you felt when, with the boyhood toga was set aside, you took up the toga of manhood
and were led into the forum: expect something greater when you will have cast aside a boyish mind and philosophy will have
transferred you among men. For still not boyhood but, what is more serious, boyishness remains; and indeed this is worse,
because we have the authority of old men, the vices of boys, not only of boys but of infants: the former dread insignificant things,
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the latter false things, we both.
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Suetonius, Vita Neronis 30.3

Suetonius describes Nero’s luxurious lifestyle.

Nullam vestem bis induit.... Piscatus est rete aurato et purpura
coccoque funibus nexis. Numquam minus mille carrucis fecisse
iter traditur, soleis mularum argenteis, canusinatis mulionibus,
armillata phalerataque Mazacum turba atque cursorum.

He wore no garment twice... He fished with a net decorated with gold and with ropes woven with purple and scarlet dyes. He is
said to have never made a journey with less than a thousand coaches, with the silver soles for the mules, with drivers dressed in
fine wool, with a crowd of horsemen from Mauretania and men running ahead of his carriage wearing bracelets and quivers.

return to the story

H Click here to




Image Sources

agmen, raeda - Wikimedia Commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roman_Pontoon_Bridge,_Column_of_Marcus_Aurelius,_Rome,_Italy.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Roman_Travelling_carriage_(RGM_K%C3%B6ln).JPG

If you notice any errors or have feedback for the
author, please fill out this form. Gratias Maximas!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAAzIb8PWGINYWUvYMJ3K3Ec8MklkG844zVymcPPZVhYnBpg/viewform?usp=sf_link

